Foteini Galanopoulou

A London based arts and cultural manager, working as a freelancer within the Disability Arts field and the wider creative sector with a focus on barrier-free environments, inclusive practices and cultural crossings. 

Foteini’s portfolio has been built primarily through working with and supporting disabled artists in their practice or disabled-led art companies in their projects (such as the work with filmpro ltd and Vital Xposure), consulting arts organisations on how to improve accessibility for their disabled audiences, artists and employees (such as the work at Shape and the British Council’s Disability Advisory Panel) and broader project management work for UK and cross-European projects (such as the work for the ‘Link Up’ programme at Shape and with the Centre for Accessible Environments).  

As a project manager and producer her drive is to ‘make it happen’, work closely with the artist or artists to create the accessible and safe framework they want to materialise their vision and share it with the public. She has recently put this principle in practice as Co-producer/Co-curator for ‘filmpro lates’ (2014 – ongoing), Production Co-ordinator for ‘COnscription’ (2013), Project Manager for ‘Universal Design – Barrier Free Environments’ (2011-2013) and ‘London 2012: All Inclusive Workshop (2012)’ and Festival Development and Production Manager for Ekon festival. 
In 2010 she initiated two pioneering projects to actively promote disability awareness and accessibility in Greece, particularly deaf accessibility: a collaboration between deaf and hearing young people who created a fun short film in both spoken and sign language (Shhh…A Fairy Tale); and the introduction and development of deaf accessibility for a multi-sensory touring exhibition (Myrtis: Face to Face With The Past) which was the first public exhibition to include Greek and International Sign Languages.  
Foteini has also delivered workshops, training sessions and presentations pertinent to equality and inclusion in the creative sector, such as ‘Triumph over Deafness’ and ‘Developing your Audiences through Access’ for the British Film Institute, ‘Accessible Screenings’ for the Film London’s ‘Exhibitors Forum’, the ‘Equalities Action Planning Event’ for London Councils and the ‘EXODOS’ International Festival of Contemporary Performing Arts in Ljubliana, Slovenia.
www.foteinig.net 

